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PREFACE 

The original spark for the beginning of this book was the 
accidental discovery of the existence of a young man who 
supposedly lived near my own home, was killed during the 1 st 
World War fighting for the 9 th Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers and 
by default was almost certainly a member of the County Armagh 
UVF. My investigation revealed that David Giffin, 21 years of age, 
was also a member of the Redrock Orange Order however to my 
annoyance that was as much information as I could find out. None 
of my neighbours had ever heard tell of him, there was no 
photograph of him and indeed only sparse details existed of the 
happenings in the local area at the time in general. The discovery 
however had kindled several broader questions for me, namely was 
he in the UVF? Where was the local UVF based? How was it 
organised? How many members were in the ranks? 

Information on the Ulster Volunteer Force units that were 
formed in County Armagh from 1912 until 1916 was hard to come 
by. Apart from some documents held by the County Armagh 
Museum, whom I also thank for their help, and miscellaneous bits 
and pieces kindly given to me by various people with ancestors 
involved in the Force, there is nothing surviving. This appears to be 
a direct result of terrorist action in the eighties that left Sir Norman 
Stronge and his Son dead, and destroyed their home Tynan Abbey. 
Sir James Stronge had at one stage been the Commander of the 
County Armagh Regiment of the Ulster Volunteer Force, and 
allegedly the majority of the records of the Force had been in the 
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Abbey when it was destroyed. Motivated by this I began to trawl 
through the newspapers of the period, through the resources of the 
Irish Studies Library in Armagh, the Public Records office 
(including the ‘closed’ original UVF records) and access to private 
collections and I began to piece together events of the period. 

The resulting research was complied in the 1 st issue of this 
book in October 2002, and now reprinted thanks to P.L.A.C.E. 
Portadown. 

Several amendments have been made from the initial print 
of the book, most notable being my change in the designation of the 
2 nd and 3 rd Battalions. Evidence attained now points to the 2 nd 
Battalion being the ‘South Armagh’ Battalion, namely the 
Markethill, Keady and Newtownhamilton areas. The 3 rd Battalion 
appears to have been solely composed of the area stretching from 
Tandragee to Bessbrook (I have now titled this the ‘Mid-Armagh’ 
Battalion however the Tandragee or East Armagh Battalion would 
probably be a fairer designation). 


N 



PRIMARY CENTRES OF UVF ACTIVITY IN CO ARMAGH 1912-1916 
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INTRODUCTION: THE ORIGIN 
OF THE CRISIS 

“We, the Unionists of Redrock.... assure our leaders that we 
will stand by them loyally in any action they may take, and 
give them unwavering support in any danger they may be 
called upon to face.” 

So finished the resolution made by those in attendance at 
the formation of a new Unionist Club in Redrock Orange Hall on 
the 14 th November 1911. On that evening, despite the weather being 
reported in The Armagh Guardian as bitterly cold, a group of men 
and women from the rural Mid-Armagh hamlet felt threatened 
enough by what they believed to be the impending threat of Home- 
Rule to organise that opposition. 

MILITARY DRILLING 

In the same edition of the Guardian, a small article reported 
that the Killylea Orangemen who marched to a service in the 
Episcopal Church the Sunday following the Redrock meeting 
were:- 

‘. finely drilled, and marched with the military precision 
that distinguishes well trained men.” 

The strong nature of the declaration made by Redrock 
Unionists and the military description of the Killylea Orangemen 
was by no means just the use of colourful language by reporters. 
Throughout the nine Northern Counties of Ireland, and indeed in 
many other regions of the island, Unionists were holding meetings, 
both large and small, to discuss what they believed was the 
impending crisis of Home- Rule. The Unionists of Armagh were 
very much at the forefront of the movement. 

Since the massacres of the 1641 rebellion, during which the 
Scots and English planter communities of Armagh suffered greatly, 
a siege mentality had began to develop within the Protestants of 


Ireland. Compounded during the battles between William of Orange 
and James II and the reports of the atrocities against Protestants in 
1798 in County Wexford only served to confirm these suspicions, 
(even to those Presbyterians from Antrim and Down who had taken 
part in the rebellion), a hostility and genuine distrust existed 
towards the motives of Catholicism. 

THE ORIGINS OF HOME-RULE IN IRELAND 

Given these factors, when the current Prime Minister 
Gladstone made the assertion that "My mission is to pacify Ireland" 
upon taking the office in 1868, it is not surprising that the Unionists 
of Ireland immediately suspected him of treachery. Their belief was 
strengthened when shortly after, he removed the Church of Ireland 
as the official Church of the State. 

In 1885 a new organisation, the Irish National League, 
switched the emphasis from merely land reforms to home rule and 
after the election of that year they saw the opportunity to achieve 
their goal. The eighty - six members of Parnell's party held the 
balance of power at Westminster, and Gladstone capitulated to their 
demands to guarantee their support. When he introduced his Home 
Rule Bill in 1885, Belfast saw serious sectarian rioting and in 
several areas Unionists began drilling, however ninety-three of his 
own MPs (The Liberals) voted against the bill and it was defeated. 
Unionist fears had now been proven to be well founded and the 
rioting and drilling continued into 1886, with several Orangemen 
from the Richill area arrested and charged that year for illegal 
drilling. 

Notably this period saw the formation of an alliance 
between the Irish Unionists and the Conservative Party which was 
to last almost one hundred years. Leading Conservative, Lord 
Randolph Churchill coined the phrase "Ulster will fight, and Ulster 
will be right." during this time and to British and Irish Unionists 
alike the Government appeared to be embarking upon the 
dismemberment of the United Kingdom. Home Rule, they believed, 
threatened the very fundamentals of the British Empire. 
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THE SECOND HOME-RULE BILL 

The second Home- Rule bill came in 1893 and was 
followed by more disturbances in Belfast with this time the bill 
passing the Commons but being defeated in the House of Lords 
(Unionists came to recognise the Lords as the bulwark of the Union 
and it gave them a sense of security). 

ULSTER UNIONIST COUNCIL 

The Ulster Unionist Council had been formed in 1905, 
linking the Orange Order and Unionist associations throughout the 
province. It marked their determination to keep the province within 
the Union, even if Protestants in the rest of Ireland were ultimately 
forced to yield to nationalist aspirations. 

However after the 1906 general election the Liberals 
enjoyed a huge majority in the House of Commons, and they were 
now firmly committed on the issue. 

Finding itself unable to survive without the votes of Irish 
Nationalist MP's after the two elections of January and December 
1910, the Liberal government entered into a pact with the Irish 
Nationalist MP's whereby in return for their Parliamentary support 
the Government would introduce a Home Rule Bill establishing a 
separate Irish Parliament in Dublin. 

CARSON 

In 1910, Irish Unionism gained a new leader in Sir Edward 
Carson, an eminent barrister and MP for Dublin University who 
was totally opposed to Home-Rule. Carson was prepared to defy the 
British government and parliament. In 1911, he told a large rally on 
the outskirts of Belfast to prepare to take over the government of 
Ulster if a Home Rule Bill passed. 

The reliance on the House of Lords to prevent the passing 
of the Home-Rule Bill took a major blow with the Parliament Act 
of 1911. The 1909 General Election had seen a hung Parliament 
when the Liberals and the Conservatives both won exactly 272 
seats. For John Redwood, the leader of the 84-seat Home-Rule 
Party, this was an ideal situation to get what he wanted. Both sides 

12 


needed the support of his party to form a government, so he could 
ask for almost anything. The only way the Home-Rule bill could 
pass was to reduce the power of the House of Lords. Redwood’s 
party provided the extra votes to pass this, and the way was paved 
for his demands. The bill radically reduced the powers of the Lords 
and deprived them of their previously held veto. Now the Lords 
could merely delay bills three times, after which they would 
automatically receive the Royal Assent and become law. 

New means would now have to be found to persuade 
Liberals and Nationalists that Unionists would neither acquiesce in, 
nor submit to Dublin Rule. 
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CHAPTER ONE: THE 
COVENANT IN ARMAGH 

Feeling against Home-Rule grew substantially during the month of 
1912. The Rev J. Lucas, minister of Kilcluney Church of Ireland, 
Markethill said of Home-Rule: 

“Imperially, I believe it is making for the disruption of the 
empire; religiously, it will be placing in the ascendancy a 
form of religion that is unfit for that position; materially, in 
the best part of Ireland they have shown they are incapable 
of making the best use of natural resources.” 

The Rev. R.J. Ballard of Newtownhamiliton gave his simplified 
opinion of Home-Rule as: 

“(1) Bankruptcy; (2) Civil War; (3) Re- conquered by 
England or a colony of Germany” 

In late September 1912, Carson and Craig introduced the 
'Ulster Covenant'. It was designed as a means for people to show 
their opposition to Home-Rule and it proved to be a massive 
success. Almost half a million people signed it during the course of 
the week, many signing in their own blood in a symbolic act of 
dedication and loyalty. 

Ulster's Solemn League and Covenant, Saturday, 28 
September 1912. 

Being convinced in our consciences that Home Rule 
would be disastrous to the material well-being of Ulster 
as well as of the whole of Ireland, subversive of our 
civil and religious freedom, destructive of our 
citizenship and perilous to the unity of the Empire, we, 
whose names are underwritten, men of Ulster, loyal 
subjects of his Gracious Majesty King George V., 
humbly relying on the God whom our fathers in days of 
stress and trial confidently trusted, do hereby pledge 


ourselves in solemn Covenant throughout this our time 
of threatened calamity to stand by one another in 
defending for ourselves and our children our cherished 
position of equal citizenship in the United Kingdom 
and in using all means which may be found necessary 
to defeat the present conspiracy to set up a Home Rule 
Parliament in Ireland. And in the event of such a 
parliament being forced upon us we further solemnly 
and mutually pledge ourselves to refuse to recognise its 
authority. In sure confidence that God will defend the 
right we hereto subscribe our names. And further, we 
individually declare that we have not already signed 
this Covenant. 


ULSTER DAY 

A week of demonstrations accompanying the Covenant, 
which included a parade on September 25th at Portadown where 
men paraded with dummy rifles indicating things to come, came to 
an end on the 28 th September 1912 and became known as Ulster 
Day, when men and women signed the Covenant. In Armagh Ulster 
Day and the Covenant were treated as massively important. That 
morning the Protestant population of Ulster thronged their 
Churches, after which they signed the Covenant: 

“Ulster Day will live in history for the most solemn, most 
significant, and most fervent declaration ever made by a 
nation. These three qualities have marked its three phases- 
the solemnity of a religious rite to which the nation sought 
the divine blessing on its efforts to preserve its liberties and 
to avert civil and religious strife; the significance of a 
covenant in which men pledged themselves to defend their 
heritage even with their lives; and the fervour of a 
demonstration in which were heard and seen the protest and 
appeal of a nation.” 

ARMAGH GUARDIAN SEPTEMBER 1912 
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In Armagh City it was reported that virtually every 
Unionist in the City and District attended one of the special services 
held. Even though it was not a Sunday, all Unionist owned shops 
closed, and many remarked the day seemed like Sunday. In the 
Cathedral the service was attended by the Lord Primate, while in St 
Marks the Archdeacon presided over the service. The first 
Presbyterian Church and the Methodist Church also held services. 

In the evening the Boys Brigade held a parade though the City with 
the Company colours and the Union Jack at the fore. 

Portadown’s Unionist Clubs and Orange Lodges formed at 
Carlton Street Orange Hall at 2 in the afternoon, before splitting 
into 4 sections and marching to 4 different services. At the close of 
the 4 services all attending marched to the Town Hall where they 
signed the Covenant. The Women of the district signed the 
declaration in the Orange and Parochial Halls. 

The members of Milford Unionist Club and LOL 353 
attended a service in Aghavilly Church, and afterwards all signed 
the Covenant in the church grounds. 

In Middletown a united service was held in Drumhillery 
Presbyterian Church, while nearby in Caledon two united services 
were held in St Johns and Brantry Parish Church. 

Tandragee’s Loyalists met in St Marks where The Duke of 
Manchester read the declaration to the congregation. The 
surrounding areas of Ahorey, Clare and Kilmore all had services in 
their local churches before signing the Covenant. 

In the Killy lea area the Episcopal Church, Tynan Church and 
Drumsallen church held services. In the town itself the declaration 
was signed in the Orange Hall. 

Several thousand people gathered early in the afternoon in 
Brownlow House, Lurgan before heading for the several services in 
the town. 

The Orangemen of Hamiltonsbawn, Marlacoo, Timascobe, 
Rockmacreaney and Mullabrack all paraded to the service at 
Druminnis Presbyterian Church wearing full regalia, and were led 
by the Hamiltonsbawn Unionist Flute Band. The Rev MacLaughlin 
preached in his service the justification of Christian Patriotism, 
before all attending adjourned to the schoolroom to sign the 
Covenant. The Orangemen were awarded the privilege of being the 
first to sign. 


In Newtownhamilton a massive parade headed by the 
Darkly Flute Band and also including the Corkley Flute, 

Tullyvallen Temperance Brass Band, Ballymoyer Flute and 
Newtownhamilton Flute Bands marched to the Parish Church. 

Many were unable to gain admittance and arrangements had to be 
made to open the Lecture Hall for signing of the Covenant during 
the following week. Large amounts of Police had been drafted into 
the town, but there was no trouble of any kind. 

In all it can be estimated that almost all the men and 
women in the County signed the Covenant. The religious 
significance of the day was emphasised at all times during the day’s 
proceedings, and no dissent is recorded from any Protestant Church 
or Minister in the County. In a trend that was to be repeated 
throughout the Home-Rule period, even the Society of Friends took 
part. 

The Reverend Hunter of Cladymore Presbyterian Church 
summed up the views of many when he stated: 

“An Irishman, I prefer my Country to be under the British 
Flag. I speak as one who has resided in Connaght, Munster, 
Leinster and Ulster during some part of my life. Better suffer 
soon than too late, and believing that the government 
proposals would lead to bitter strife and suffering and 
tyranny, we shall resist every attempt to carry them out, 
though we suffer, for finally we are fighting the battle of our 
united Country as well as our own.” 

The whole day passed peacefully which was remarkable 
given the tension in Ulster at the time. Outside of Ulster ex-patriots 
had signed a different version of the Covenant in many centres. 
Throughout the British Isles and in centres as diverse as Hong 
Kong, New York, South Africa, Canada and India thousands more 
had shown their solidarity with Ulster. The Unionists had carried 
out a massive propaganda coup which had made the world take 
notice of their case. 
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CHAPTER 2: VOLUNTEER 
FORCE FORMED 

Under the initiative of the Orange Order and Unionist 
clubs, Ulster Loyalists began wide scale military drilling early in 
1912, and though it was cited by Nationalist and Liberal figures as 
being illegal, it took place without any hesitation on the part of the 
participants. On September 25 th during the pre-Covenant 
demonstration at Portadown men paraded with dummy rifles. Their 
presence had underscored the significance of the Covenant pledge 
of 'using all means necessary to defeat Home Rule'. Despite any 
perceived illegalities the British Government never sought to 
enforce this reading of the law, and indeed the Unionist leaders did 
not give any indication that they were even remotely worried that 
they might. Carson was to go as far in September 1913 as: 

"Drilling is illegal. Only recently I was reading the Act of 
Parliament forbidding it. The volunteers are illegal, and the 
Government knows they are illegal." 


O. Form. C. I. 

ULSTER VOLUNTEER FORCE 

(For the Preservation of the Peace). 


County or City. District Locality 

Organisation Number':.. . . j 

Surname Christian Name 

Age..... . 

Profession, Trade, or Occupation 
■ Address.. ... 

Married ur jingle . 

I undersigned, hereby declare that I signed “The Ulster Covenant'' 

and that 1 agree to serve in the above Force 

I at . 

throughout the crises created by the passage into Law of the Home Rule Sill at present 
before Parliament, or in any preyim* emergency, tor the mutual protection of all Loyalists, 
and generally to keep the Peace. This agreement shall hold good urttil i notify my 
resignation in my Superior Officer in writing. 

GOD SAVE THE KING. 

Signed 

Wkp^Ks* . • * 

rxrt* . 

UVFENROLMENT FORM 

GUN CLUBS 

Gun clubs had been already been established throughout 
the Country, with many areas in Armagh possessing their own club, 
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and all were affiliated within the National Rille Association. 
Loughgall and Richill both had clubs with large memberships, and 
in Markethill district the ‘Kilcluney Rifle Association’ was very 
active. There was no ambiguity in what the intentions of these clubs 
were, it openly being stated in reports of meeting and gatherings 
that they were ‘preparing’. In the Kilcluney Rifle Club the 
Chairman was the Rev Lucas of the local Church ot Ireland while 
the vice-chair was William McMullan. Both men were later 
prominent in the local corps of Volunteers. 

With large scale drilling and the large numbers of men 
taking part under the auspices of different bodies, it became 
apparent to the Unionist leadership that province wide organisation 
and direction was needed. With this goal the Ulster Unionist 
Council established the Ulster Volunteer Force in January 1913. 
The Council stipulated that the membership would be limited to 
lOO’OOO men and restricted solely to individuals that had signed the 
Ulster Covenant of the previous year. 

The Council also decided that the Volunteers would be 
divided into Divisions, which would subsequently be then divided 
into Counties, Regiments and Battalions in relation to strength of 
numbers. 

‘B’ COUNTY 

14 County districts were established, with Londonderry 
City and North, South, East and West Belfast being treated as 
separate counties. Each County was assigned a designation letter. 
Armagh was assigned the letter ‘B’, Antrim being A , and this 
letter was used to identify the County. On the reverse ot badges 
belonging to Ulster Volunteers in County Armagh the letter B 
would come first and then that volunteers number would follow. 



A COUNTY ARMAGH VOLUNTEER BADGE 


Committees were established in each area to organise and 
overview the activities of the local Volunteer Force. These 
committees were a wide representation of the community. The Co 
Armagh committee listing of late 1913 was typical of others 
throughout the country. Businessmen sat alongside Doctors, 
ministers of all denominations, farmers ex-Army officers and 
‘gentlemen’. The Ulster Volunteer Force truly was a ‘Citizen 
Army’. 

The Volunteers were required to attend drills on a weekly 
or twice weekly basis. If a Volunteer fulfilled a high standard in 
drilling, shooting and signaling they were rewarded by the receipt 
of a proficiency certificate. 

The following certificate belonged to Charles Ensor, who 
later became the commander of‘K’ Company UVF Annaghmore, 
and also went on to Captain one of the Companies that composed 
the 9 th Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers. The Ensor family were a 
staunch supporter of the Volunteer movement. The family home, 
Ardress House, became a Hospital during the duration of the Home 
Rule Crisis, and its grounds were used many times by the local 
company of Volunteers. Charles Ensor also donated a bannerette to 
his local company. 
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rRUHENCY CERTIFICATE FOR CHARLES ENSOR OF ‘K’ COMPANY 


SPECIAL FORCES 

From the beginning, the Volunteer Force was to possess 
and develop a range of special units that were ‘ahead of their time’ 
in many respects. The Ulster Signaling and Dispatch Corps was one 
such unit, and counted in its leadership the prominent Armagh 
Unionist Sir James Stronge, also Worshipful Master of the Co 
Armagh Orange Order. Indeed the entire US & D corps had an 
exercise that centered on Sir James home at Tynan Abbey in early 
1913. 

Nursing and ambulance corps were also an integral part of 
the movement. In Armagh corps of nurses existed in Lurgan, 
Portadown, Loughgall, Killylea, Richill, Markethill and Keady, 
many with well equipped ‘field’ hospitals to compliment their 
training and preparation. It is indicative of the caliber of supporters 
of the UVF when it is noted that some of these Hospitals were 
located in Ardress House, Drumilly House, Dartan House, Tynan 
Abbey, Acton House, The Royal School Armagh, Gosford Castle 
and Brownlow House. 


an 


(300 SAVE THE. KING 



ARMBAND DESIGNATING ARMAGH UVF HOSPITAL STAFF 
Special Service Forces were also established as units within 
the wider force that were well trained and able to respond to orders 
at very short notice. Belfast has always been cited as the sole 
location of these units, but research has indicated that Richill and 
Loughgall possessed a U.S.S.F. contingent, all be it on a much 
smaller scale. 

An Army now existed to resist Home-rule. It now merely 
remained to see if it was going to be necessary to use it. 



READY UNIONIST VOLUNTEER NURSES. 


Frimt R&tif j Lift to Might\ —St. G. 

Snmui ttc*'--L Roddjr, Mj Waddell, E. 

C. Irwin, A. M'Kmii, M. DutEop, I., 
‘Mirtf Du if op ‘Medh 


B, Kk 

tad. 

M, Hughes, M. 


KEADY UVF NURSING CORPS 
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CHAPTER 3: CARSON IN 
ARMAGH 

During the September of 1913, Edward Carson travelled 
throughout the breadth of the 9 Ulster Counties to take part in a 
series of engagements to review the various Regiments and 
Battalions of the now well-established Ulster Volunteer Force. 
These reviews came to a climax with the visit of Sir Edward to the 
City of Armagh on Saturday 4 th October. It was to prove a massive 
success. 

WHY ARMAGH? 

As reported in the Newsletter on October 6 th 

‘ With the exception only of the.. .review of Volunteers at 
Balmoral, Belfast.... the Armagh demonstration stands as 
one of the finest and imposing gatherings of the series’ 

Prior to the demonstration concern had begun to be 
expressed locally why a demonstration had not taken place in the 
County, however, as stated in an Armagh Guardian editorial of 
early September, there had been no earlier visit for the simple 
reason that Unionist leaders were ‘sure’ of County Armagh and did 
not believe any meeting was required to stimulate the already 
profound opposition to Home-Rule within its boundary. The 
massive demonstration the previous year in Portadown was cited as 
proof of this ascertion. Indeed a repeat demonstration at Portadown 
had been suggested, but Armagh City was decided as the venue 
because of both its status as the ‘County capital’ and the belief that 
vast numbers of older people from the country districts were unable 
to travel to the Portadown meeting because of the lack of space on 
the trains. 

CARSON ARRIVES 

Sir Edward arrived in the County the Friday evening prior 
to the demonstration, having taken the train directly from the 


location of another inspection of Volunteers at Baronscourt. In 
Portadown he was welcomed by Armagh M.P. Sir John Lonsdale, 
with whom he then begun the short journey by motor car to the 
Primatial City, accompanied also by an escort of 20 motor cyclists 
of the Ulster Signalling and Dispatch Corps under the command of 
Sir James Stronge. The party travelled first through Portadown, 
which was bedecked with Union flags and where thousands had 
gathered to cheer their ‘leader’. 

RICHILL 

Their journey continued to Armagh via the Stonebridge 
crossroads where they then turned into Richill for a pre-arranged 
inspection of the Volunteers of the locality. The streets of Richill 
are recorded as being ‘ablaze with bunting’ and many arches were 
also erected bearing such wording as ‘Richill strong for the Union’, 
‘We wont have Home Rule’, ‘Carson represents Ulster’s decision’ 
and ‘Hands off Ulster’. Following a brief walking inspection of the 
Volunteers here, Mr Richard Best, an organiser for the U.V.F. in 
the area, gave a brief address offering Carson a hearty welcome 
from the people of Richill. Addressing Sir Edward, the 
accompanying party and the crowd that had gathered, Mr Best 
assured him that in this neighbourhood he had as loyal and staunch 
supporters as he had anywhere, and that they would never submit to 
Home-Rule. Sir Edward then addressed the crowd from the 
motorcar, and during which he expressed his greatest pleasure to 
come and visit this loyal district, and than which there was none, he 
believed, more loyal in the whole of Ireland. To loud cheers the 
party then made the final short journey to Deansbridge in Armagh, 
passing on the way many small groups of country people who had 
gathered to also cheer their leader. 

At Deansbridge the Motor Cyclist escort was handed over 
to a troop of cavalry, with Sir John Lonsdales Motor Car also being 
replaced by a carriage. The entire travelling party then proceeded 
into Armagh via College Hill, up Mall East, along Barrack Street 
and then up Palace Row to the Palace Demesne, the entire time a 
cheering throng accompanying the carriage. 
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THE SALUTE 


THE PARADE BEGINS 


Upon his arrival at the palace a bugler sounded a salute and 
a fully armed guard of honour drawn from the local companies of 
the Volunteers presented arms. After an inspection of the guard Sir 
Edward was entertained by the Lord Primate, who hosted a large 
reception to allow local Unionist leaders and businessmen to meet 
their ‘leader’. 

The local council, at the time Nationalist controlled, had 
already refused official permission for the streets of Armagh to be 
decorated for the occasion but the decision had little effect. The 
Armagh Guardian reported that 

‘the principal streets of the town were occupied by 
Unionists’ and that this gave ample opportunity for 
decoration. The houses along the Mall erected Venetian 
masts from which lines of bunting were run across the road, 
with Upper English Street, Railway Street, Scotch Street, 
Barrack Street, Russell Street and College Street all reported 
as being heavily bedecked with arches, bunting and Union 
flags. One arch at the head of the Mall displayed the 
ominous slogan ‘We are ready, strike when you please’, 
while the Scotch Street arches proclaimed ‘Welcome Sir 
Edward’ and ‘Sir Edward leads, we follow, and may God 
defend the right’. 

The morning of the demonstration the various companies of 
Volunteers were required to form up at Gaol Square at one o’clock 
In preparation for the parade due to begin at 2 o’clock, and indeed 
many were there early with huge crowds watching the men 
assemble. No less than 9 trains had been specially chartered for the 
occasion, two being run from Lurgan, two from Portadown, one 
from Bessbrook, Poyntzpass, Scarva and Tandragee, one from 
Tynan and Killylea, one from Markethill, Loughgilly and 
Hamiltonsbawn, one from Trew and Moy, one from Vemersbridge 
and Annaghmore and one from Keady. 


Sir Edward left the Palace grounds by carriage and 
proceeded to the Royal School via Scotch Street, Market Street, 
English Street, Russell Street and then along the Mall. For the entire 
route the carriage was accompanied by a mounted guard of honour 
consisting of 42 men under Mr J Vogan and Mr J Downey. 

At the Royal School underneath a large badge and motto 
consisting of the Red Hand and ‘For God and Ulster’, Sir Edward 
prepared to take the salute from the County Armagh Volunteers. 
Early that morning a bodyguard of 36 armed men from the Armagh 
Companies led by Mr E.Wilson and carrying the Boyne standard 
took their place at the location to the accompaniment of loud 
cheers. They were the only men that day to wear sashes, each man 
having a red, white and blue band over their shoulder. 

It is interesting to note that the arming of this bodyguard 
was a direct contravention of UVF headquarters staff instructions 
and the local UVF received a reprimand. A response to Lt- Col 
McCammon in the Old Town Hall Befast from from County 
Committee member George Crozier, Drumadd House Armagh 
stated the following 

‘7 am sorry to learn that our ‘Guard of Honour’ for Sir 
Edward Carson acted contrary to instructions in using the rifles 
they did, and im afraid I must confess to being the real culprit as 
when it was suggested by one of our organisers that each member 
of the guard should be supplied with a Blackthorn I objected on the 
grounds that we would be made a regular laughing stock, and 
recommened the use of the real rifles instead. I have no recollection 
however of ever having received the instructions you refer to until I 
got your letter .” 
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Here at the Royal School the County Armagh Ulster 
Volunteers marched past saluting Sir Edward, it taking forty-five 
minutes for the columns, four men deep, to pass. The head of the 
procession arrived at the Deans Hill grounds at two thirty pm, led 


by Major Stewart Blacker and Colonel William Coulson Fitzgerald 
who were in command of the parade. Here the companies formed 
up in column after column in front of the stage that had been 
specially erected for the occasion. 

In all over 4000 Volunteers were present. Full regimental 
and battalion structure had not been fully finalised at this stage in 
County Armagh, and the parade was grouped, with a few 
exceptions, in district order mimicking the 10 Orange Order 
districts in the County. 



First past Sir Edward were 2 troops of the ‘Armagh Horse’ 
made up from men from Armagh, Markethill, Glenanne, Keady, 
Killylea and Caledon, and consisting of about 130 men. Those 
companies from the Armagh district itself headed the infantry 
parade and numbered 420. This ‘Battalion’ was under of the 
command of William Burgess and Ben Moore. 

In order of strength of numbers Furgan were the largest 
with over 950 men present headed by W J Allen JP. Portadown was 
next with the companies of that district numbering 750 headed by a 
band. The company commanders of this district were James 
Hughes, Samuel McCullagh, James Doagh, James Dalzell, William 
Keith and James Shepard. 

Next came Tandragee with 620 men under the leadership of 
Rev H D Montgomery and notable for being accompanied by a pipe 
band. 

The Foughgall contingent of 410 men was next under 
James Gilpin followed by Richill’s 250 volunteers. The 
Hamiltonsbawn company within the Richill section was led by the 
Rev McFaughlin. Killylea came next with 250 men led by W J 
Shaw Hamilton JP and included the Tynan and Caledon companies. 

Newtownhamilton companies had an earlier and more 
strenuous beginning to the day than most having marched to Keady 
to board the train. Still 240 men made the trip, a company from 
Cullyhanna under the command of R McDonald present in their 
numbers. 

Markethill’s 210 men came from Cladymore, Redrock, 
Glenanne and the town itself, and it was remarked that the high 
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standard of their marching and drill was evidence that they had 
been drilling for a considerable time. Sergeant William McMullan, 
a veteran of the Boer War, was OC of the contingent. 

Bessbrooks 150 men were led by Dr Scott, and Keady at 
the end of the parade with 140 men were led by Joseph Mann. 

Strong attendance from the nursing sections from Armagh 
and Lurgan was also evident, with fully operational ambulances and 
equipment on show. Each company had an allotted position within 
the grounds however the vast numbers meant it took a considerable 
time for all to enter the field. 



A SECTION OF THE ARMAGH VOLUNTEER NURSES 



It is estimated that while the Co Armagh U.V.F. was not at 
its full strength at this time, there still was a membership exceeding 
5000 men (still well below its eventual strength of almost 8000). 
The reduced figure of 4000 attending this demonstration can be 
accounted for by the inability of many from the northern part of the 
County to obtain the means to travel the distance to Armagh, and 
also by the inability of many of the Volunteers from the farming 
class to leave their homesteads for what would have been a very 
long absence. It should still be noted however that many farmers 
did attend leaving wives and children to tend to the farms. It was 
also noted that if a proposal to allow the Orange Order to take part 
in the inspection had been passed, it would have most certainly 
doubled the numbers on parade. 
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I Hh CROWD AT THE DEMONSTRATION. ESTIMATED AT 25’000 


All the major newspapers of the period remarked on the 
amount of men with military experience taking part in the 
proceedings. Major Stewart Blacker was formerly of the Royal 


Artillery while Colonel W C Fitzgerald was formerly the OC of the 
3 ld Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers. Other prominent men from 
military backgrounds were Major Maxwell Close ex of the Dragoon 
Guards and Captain Greer who was in charge of the Lurgan 
contingent. 

THE INSPECTION 

Once all companies were in place the entire parade ground 
was inspected by Sir Edward Carson and Sir George Richardson 
accompanied by Major Blacker Commander of the County Armagh 
U.V.F. and Colonel Hacket Pain, Lieutenant Colonel McCammon 
and Captain Frank Hall from the headquarters staff. The band of 
Armagh True Blues LOL109 played during the inspection, 
subsequent to which the aforementioned took up their positions in 
the stand. 
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The stand itself deserves comment. The largest ever erected 
in Armagh, it was also roofed so as to be impervious to rain. 
Mounted at the front was a massive copy of the Solemn league and 
Covenant, with the only difference being that rather than a signature 
it had the number of people who had signed it. On the stand over 
one hundred representatives from the County Volunteers sat, along 
with local churchmen and visiting V.I.P.s. Every Protestant 
denomination was represented on the stage, including the Society of 
Friends and the Reformed Presbyterian Church. Pride of place was 
given to Carson, the Lord Primate and Lord and Lady Kilmorey. 

Sir John Lonsdale opened the meetings proceedings. He 
told the assembled crowd, estimated at over 25’000, that they 
claimed no ascendancy over any other group. They merely wished 
to be left, as they were, a part of the great British Empire. If anyone 
attempted to remove them from it a bitter feud would begin. 

Carson next took the stage to rapturous cheering and 
applause. During his address to the crowd he was full of 
confidence. He believed that everything was in their favour, and 
those that had originally raised the idea of Home-Rule were now 
beginning to see the error in their ways. He believed that the 
government were between the devil and the deep blue sea. The 
devil being John Redmond, by whose votes they were in power, and 
the blue sea being the next general election, which would in no 
doubt ‘kick them out’. 
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Mr F.E.Smith was next on the stage. He appealed for all 
Orangemen to join the ranks of the Volunteers to raise sufficient 
armed and drilled men to meet any force Redmond can produce. 

The meeting concluded with Sir James Stronge. He 
summed up the proceedings by saying that no one would compel 
the Loyalists to accept a Dublin Parliament irrespective of how 
overwhelming or relentless the force used. 

The meeting in all was a massive success. Sir Edward was 
challenging the government at all occasions and it was believed it 
was taking effect. Already talk was beginning that the Northeastern 
counties were going to be exclude from Home- Rule.This was not 
sufficient for Carson or his followers. 


CHAPTER 4: THE ARMAGH 
VOLUNTEERS 

It was not to be long before the men and women of Armagh 
would be able to read of the exploits of their own Volunteers. By 
November 1913 reports were beginning to appear covering such 
events as drills, training camps, manoeuvres, church parades and 
mobilisations. By the beginning of 1914 these events were 
commonplace, and essentially the media of the period treated them 
in a manner as if they had been happening for years. The reports sat 
happily against world news, church bazaars and advertisements that 
would be banned today for the amazing promises they made. 

The papers of early 1914 were typical of what appeared: 

The year began with a string of church parades. The largest parade 
appeared to have been on the 11 th of January when the entire 
membership of the 4 th ‘Portadown’ Battalion attended a service in 
their honour at Seagoe Church of Ireland, the sermon being made 
by Rev. J.D.Archer. The previous day the Companies of 
Hamiltonsbawn, Marlacoo, Ahorey and Clare were reviewed by 
County Commander Major Blacker at Marlacoo. Major Blacker, 
after a series of drills, complimented the men on their progress, but 
enforced on them the importance of regular drill. The same week 
the section leaders, squad leaders and company commanders of the 
Loughgall district Companies were engaged in training described as 
‘all things military’. 

The following Sunday the Markethill, Clady and Redrock 
Companies attended worship in Kilcluney Church of Ireland, over 
130 Volunteers being present. The Rev Lucas of Kilcluney, who 
had also been the chairman of the Kilcluney Rifle Club, welcomed 
the Volunteers to the church, and ended his service on the ominous 
note “they must be prepared to meet not only the enemy but death”. 
Such strong sentiment expressed by a Minister was not rare. Other 
reported U.V.F. related news that the Guardian reported was that 
Colonel Alexander of Acton House, Pontzpass, had placed Acton 
House at the disposal of the Ulster Provisional Government for use 
as a hospital. These items appearing in the Armagh Guardian, are 
events much typical of the period. 
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THE COUNTY ARMAGH REGIMENT 

Originally the County Armagh Volunteers appear to have 
been divided into several Regiments. From newspaper reports it can 
be deduced that the county was divided into a North Armagh 
Regiment, Armagh Regiment and South Armagh Regiment. This 
was in line with the practice of Antrim and Down. Both of these 
counties had 3 and 4 regiments respectively. 

For reasons unknown however, shortly following the 
Carson demonstration in Armagh it becomes apparent that a County 
Armagh Regiment was in operation consisting of 5 Battalions. A 
communication from Headquarters Staff dated 20 th November 1913 
would back up this assertion of ambiguity in the County Armagh 
structure by stating that ‘there are seven Counties organised before 
Armagh 

Offical UVF records of County returns dated 30 th October 
1913 also show this with membership figures being listed by 
Orange Order District and numbering 4158 men. Interestingly a 
hand written note apparently in pencil appears at the bottom right 
hand of the ‘returns’ detailing the following:- 

Battalions Suggested 


Lurgan 

1218 

Portadown 

725 

Armagh 

399 

Killylea 

240 

Loughgall 

565 

Richill 

154 

Tandragee 

482 

Bessbrook 

125 

Markethill 

61 

Keady 

53 

Newtownhamilton 

135 


A small note beside this proposed 5 th Battalion says ‘more’. 

Under the charge of Major Stewart Blacker, the Regiment 
spanned every comer of the County, both Unionist and Nationalist 
districts included. 


The suggestions on the October returns now appear to have 
become the official stmcture albeit with the Battalion number 
changed. Armagh became the 1 st , Markethill the 2 nd , Bessbrook the 
3 rd , Portdwon the 4 th and Lurgan the 5 th . 

The following is a brief graphical outline of the 
composition of the stmcture of the 5 Battalions. This information 
has been primarily compiled from both the returns and newspaper 
reports of the period. In many cases these have reports have 
contradictions, but following repeated cross-reference it can be 
assumed that broadly speaking the following information is correct. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE 5 CO.ARMAGH BATTALIONS 


1 st BATTALION ‘ARMAGH’ 

Under the charge of Lieutenant Colonel W.C. Fitzgerald, 
the 1 st Battalion could possibly be regarded as the best trained, best 
equipped, largest and most active of the County Battalions. 



MEN OF THE ARMAGH COMPANIES TRAINING AT DRUMILLY 


Covering the west of Armagh, it consisted of both town and 
country areas (the Armagh, Killylea, Loughgall and Richill Orange 
Order Districts), and was divided into 13 distinct Companies with 
designations ‘A’ Coy to ‘M’ Coy. With its headquarters at Tynan 
Abbey the Battalion also had grounds at Annaghmore, Ardress 
House, and at Drumilly at its disposal. 
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ARMBAND WORN BY SQUAD LEADER IN THE 1 st BATTALION 



U. V. F, 



ARMBAND WORN BY A COMPANY COMMANDER OF THE l sl 
BATTALION 


Companies included in the Battalion were Armagh (2), 
Milford, Lisnadill, Killylea, Tynan, Loughgall, Drumhillery, 
Birches, Diamond, Summerisland, Annaghmore and Richill. 

The Battalion had regular mobilisations; most notable is 
their training during the first week of April in 1914. On Easter 
Monday the ‘left’ companies of the Battalion- Armagh ‘A’ and ‘B’, 
Milford ‘C\ Lisnadill ‘D’, Killylea ‘E\ Drumhillery ‘F’ and Tynan 
‘G’, all assembled at Milford where they took part in various 
attacks and field operations. 

Meanwhile the ‘right’ companies- Loughgall ‘EE, Birches 
‘E, Diamond T, Annaghmore ‘K’ and Summerisland ‘L\ all 
rendezvoused at Ardress House where they went through similar 
practice. 
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The 1 st Battalion commander, Lieut. Colonel W.C. 
Fitzgerald, had been a former commander of the 3 rd Battalion Royal 
Irish Fusiliers, and his vast military experience appears to have 
been a major factor in the activities and subsequent expertise 
attained by the 1 st Battalion. It membership numbered 2271 making 
it the largest in the Regiment and one of the largest Battalions of the 
UVF in Ulster. 


2 nd BATTALION ‘SOUTH-ARMAGFT 

Spanning the Orange districts of Markethill, Ready and 
Newtownhamilton, little is known about the leadership structure of 
this Battalion. A general returns list of early 1915 has its 
membership numbered 1340 (significantly more than the 1913 20 
October returns of just 249) with a note stating:- ‘ Temporarily split 
up and coys attached to 1 st , 3' d and 4 th Battalions ’. 



COMPANY BANNER FTTH OF COMPANY. ANNAGIIMORE 
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Its organisational structure is somewhat of an enigma 
within the County Regiment in that it appears that there never was 
an officer appointed to lead the Battalion. Most of the Companies 
included in its ranks were very active according to the newspaper 
reports, but it never manifested itself in a specific Battalion 
mobilisation. Inspections tended to be of either Markethill 
Companies or Ready companies, with Newtownhamilton recorded 
as visiting both on several occasions. No specific headquarters for 
the Battalion is apparent. 

The right half of the Battalion consisted of Companies 
based in Markethill, Redrock, Clady, and Glenanne/ Loughgilly, 
with the other smaller areas being subsumed into these companies. 
Richill and Tandragee are mentioned early in the Home-Rule crisis 
as being part of the 2 nd Battalion (Tandragee was allegedly ‘B’ 
Coy), however both appear to have moved into the 1 st and 3 rd 
Battalions respectively. These companies were inspected and put 
through manoeuvres several times, inspections being carried out by 
the Commanders of the 3 rd and 4 th Battalions. For this reason the 
newspapers sometimes got their Battalion wrong when reporting on 
their activities. 

As was consistent and common practice with many units of 
the Ulster Volunteers, in many field manoeuvres carried by these 
companies they joined together with those other companies that 
were close to their area. This was irrespective of whether they 
belonged to the same Battalion, or sometime even the same 
Regiment. In the following article the Companies involved in the 
day activities appear to be from the 1 st , 2 nd , 3 rd and 4 th Battalions. 
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INSPECTION AT RICHHILU 

On Saturday afternoon, notwithstanding 
the eeverity of the weather, a targe number 
of people assembled on Todd’s Hill, Hamil- 
tonabawn, beside Rich hi II, to witness the in- 
spection of the Markethill, Marlacoo, Rjdh- 
hill, Hamiltonsbawn, Redrock, and Laureb 
val* companies of the County Armagh Regi¬ 
ment (4 th Rat tall on.) The men presented a 
very araart appearance m they swung Into 
position on the parade-ground, forming up in 
battalion order, and awaiting the advent of 
the inspecting officer, Major W. W. Stewart 
Blacker, J.P., Port ad own. At half-past three 
the inspection began, each company being 
taken out separately and examined in vari¬ 
ous! field tactics, being afterward* subjected 
to a trying test In company drill, advancing 
and retiring, deploying: and skirmishing, 
mnd field firing, the inspection lasting over 
two hours. At the conclusion of the opera¬ 
tions Major Blacker addressed the party, 
complimenting them on their soldierly ap¬ 
pearance and efficiency, and impressing up¬ 
on them the absolute necessity of field evo¬ 
lutions and manoeuvres and camping in the 
open. The troops on parade numbered about 
250, and carried arms, being accompanied by 
their despatch riders and cyclist scouts, each 
company also having its full complement of 
officers. The band of the Redrock Company 
played the battalion off the parade-ground. 
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The Markethill Company of the Battalion was headed by 
Sergeant William McMullan, the Worshipfull master of Kilcluney 
Orange Lodge. He was an experienced soldier and a veteran of the 
Boer war. The Redrock Commander was William Bell and the 
Clady Commander was John Taylor. These 3 companies tended to 
mobilise together and Church services and parades happened in the 
district on almost a fortnightly basis throughout 1914. 

The left half ‘Ready’ in contrast appeared to have a greater 
association with the l sl Battalion, and was inspected by Lieut 
Colonel Fitzgerald several times. The left half of the Battalion, the 
Ready Companies, consisted of Ready, Annvale, Tassagh, Darkly, 
Crosskeys and Armaghbreague/ Corkly Companies. The Ready 
district UVF had a very impressive membership of upwards of 400 
men, and it is particularly worth mention that it had a very 
impressive nursing corps. It was reported on several occasions that 
it consisted of over 40 nurses and was rivalled in the County only 
by Portadown. A significant achievement for a small town in a 
Nationalist dominated area. 

Ready Company itself was under the command of A. 
Gordon, Darkly was under H. Calvert and Annvale was under the 
command of B. Gifford. Armaghbreague Company was under the 
charge of J. Vance. 

Little is known of Newtownhamilton UVF companies or 
structure however Aughnagurgan, Tullyvallen and Cullyhanna had 
Company’s Company as did Ballymoyer, which also apparently 
hosted some local mobilisations. 



Co Armagh 2 nd Battalion UVF Armband. Aughnagurgan Coy 

Little is known about the Cullyhanna Company other than 
they were present in numbers at the Carson demonstration in 
Armagh. Led by a McDonald, a name still prevalent in the area, it is 
likely that the Company experienced a lot of hostility in their area. 


The membership of the Coy apparently was drawn from as far as 
Dundalk, in fact one of the organisers for the area was himself from 
County Louth. Indeed it has been suggested that Major Blacker was 
approached by men representing a body of almost 700 men in 
Louth who wished to become part of the Co Armagh Regiment, but 
it is alledged that Major Blacker dismissed them and urged them to 
form their own Battalion. This plainly did not take place. It is 
known that a contingent from Omeath did involved themselves with 
the South Down Regiment, and it can be safe to assume that the 
more committed Unionists near the South Armagh border travelled 
to Cullyhanna, albeit in small numbers. 

While the 2 nd Battalion had no entire Battalion mobilisation 
(indeed there were no reports of the left and right halves ever 
combining), there does appear to have been one arranged for Darkly 
in March 1914, but the meeting was cancelled due to bad weather. 

The Company Commanders, Section leaders and Squad 
Commanders did have several joint engagements though. Twice 
these officers joined with the 1 st Battalion officers in camps of 
instruction in Drumilly, Loughgall, and once they journeyed to 
Carrickblacker to take part in a course of instruction under Major 
Blacker (Feburary 1914). The Largest of these camps appears to 
have been in June 1914 when night manoeuvres where carried out. 


3 rd BATTALION ‘MID-ARMAGH’ (Tandragee) 

The officer in command of the 3 rd Armagh Battalion was 
Major Maxwell Close of Drumbanagher Castle outside Poyntzpass, 
whose home was the Battalion headquarters. Strictly speaking the 
Battalion consisted of the East of the County, and Tandragee, 
Ahorey, Clare, Scarva, Poyntzpass, Bessbrook (2), Mullaglass and 
Tullyhappy appear to be the main Companies within its structure. 

The 2 Bessbrook Companies led by Major Young were 
very active in drills and mobilisations, however on the majority of 
occasions their engagements tended to be with the Newry 
Companies of the South Down Regiment. 

Its peak membership is listed as 1071 volunteers making it 
the smallest in the Regiment. 
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4 BATTALION ‘PORTADOWN’ 
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ARMBAND WORN BY AN OFFICER IN THE 4 th BATTALION 


Led by the regimental commander Major Stewart Blacker, 
the 4 th Battalion was very active in entire Battalion training and 
manoeuvres. Using Blackers grounds at Carrickblacker as the 
Battalion headquarters and consisting of 8 separate Companies 
stretching from the Town of Portadown itself to Tartaraghan and to 
Laurelvale, what few figures are available indicate the Battalion 
was the third largest in the Regiment (1482 men). 

When referring to the Battalion company designations were 
only used (ie. ‘A’, ‘B’, etc..) so it is difficult to attach a location of 
base to each company. 

A listing of weapon location in the district dated 30 th 
August 1914 and some other small existing membership records 
does however suggest that the Battalions 8 Company’s were 
Portadown (A), Carrickblacker (B), Seagoe(C), Levaghery, Dobbin, 
Kilmore(E), Derrinraw and Drumcree. 


COUNTY ARMAGH, District 

ROLL OF VOLUNTEERS. 
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EXTRACT FROM 4 th BATTALION"REGISTER 


HKl mm 


For some reason the Battalion manouvres also frequently 
mentioned the Hamiltonsbawn Company. There is no explanation 
for this, however Hamiltonsbawn was a particularly active 
Company of Volunteers. 

The Portadown Battalion took part in many camps of 
instruction, most notably in late July when a weeks camp of 
instruction was held in Carrickblacker. 



HAMILTONSBAWN COMPANY VOLUNTEERS 
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PORTADOWN UVF ON PARADE IN WEST ST 


5 th BATTALION ‘LURGAN’ 


tended to use only company designations. It can be safely assumed 
however that ‘A’, ‘B’, ‘C’ and ‘D’ companies were all based in the 
town itself. ‘I’ Coy was unable to attend many field days because of 
its ‘remote location’, so it may be reasonable to assume that T was 
the contingent from the Aghagallon area. Both Bleary and Kinnego 
were also Companies in the Battalion, and reports would suggest 
Drumgor was another. 

The Battalions main Hospital was located in Brownlow 
House and until the onset of the war the Battalions headquarters 
also appeared to be based in the grounds. 

Whether because of a slightly less sympathetic local 
newspaper or because they simply did not seek coverage, the 
Volunteers of the Lurgan district did not receive a great deal of 
coverage in the media of the day. They did however carry out some 
large field operations, using the grounds at Oxford Island on more 
than one occasion. 


The Lurgan Battalion was the second largest Battalion in 
Armagh and made up of 9 Companies, taking in most of the 
Craigavon area and stretching right up to the remote Aghagallon 
area. 

Led by Major Greer, the exact place of origin of all the 
companies is difficult to learn because like the 4 th Battalion, they 
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CHAPTER FIVE: COUNTY 
ARMAGH MOBILISED: 
THE GUN RUNNERS 


By March 1914 the Ulster Volunteer force was essentially a fully 
functioning army. Already its infantry, mobile special forces, 
medical corps, motorcar corps, signal and despatch corps and 
transport corps were in many ways ahead of their time in terms of 
military thinking of the period. 

The one area where many believed they were not up to 
scratch however was in their armaments. There is no doubt that the 
Volunteers of the period did have a large selection of weapons, 
indeed in an official UVF document dated 31 st March, almost 1 full 
month before the major gun-running took place, the County 
Armagh Regiment was assessed as having 3010 rifles for its 7387 
men. In the same document the county was acknowledged as 
perhaps the best equipped behind Co Cavan Regiment who, thanks 
to a committed and daring leadership, had 2676 guns for its 3406 
volunteers. 

As early as November 1913 County Armagh's possession 
of weapons had been confirmed. In that month the Armagh 
guardian covered a ‘route march’ that the Markethill UVF had 
carried out on a Monday evening. In it, it stated that upwards of 100 
men took part and all were fully armed. Great interest had been 
aroused because it was the first appearance of the local corps in 
public with arms. It is certain that most of these may have been 
shotguns and obsolete weapons that were the property of veterans 
of the British army and bygone wars. Weapons brought home from 
campaigns such as the Boer War. Irrespective of weapon type 
however, the rest of the County must have been similarly equipped, 
at least In relation to number of guns. 


~ $ f: /* *••/ 

INSTRUCTIONS 

FOR 

OFFICERS COMMANDING BATTALIONS 

(Armagh’ regiment). 



1* The time Im now ftjrrt vq4 ti«a|i* no longer advisable to postpone the complete 
organisation of the live Battulions of the Armagh Regiment, to enable the whole Force 
to mobilize at the shortest notice. 

OFFICERS With the above object in view Officers commanding Battalions will at once take steps 

AND SECTION to fill all Vacancies with Officers,and to enstitt* that a qualified Section Commander and 

LEADERS. one Quarter-Master Sergeant per Company are Italy appointed m their commands. (Vide 
Appendix A). 

TRANSPORT. II, With regard to the question of Company transport. Q.C's Battalions will please 

see that the necessary Carts for this purpoif? are'forthcoming and properly appointed, 

The Drivers and Owners of t him Carts should be Inf armed to which unit they 
belong, and should know the place for concentration of their Company. 

EQUIPMENT. Jil, fhe question of Equipment was considered by the Executive Board of the 
■County Committee when it was decided that all necessary Equipment for the men should 
at once f>c obtained under Battalion arrangement*, and that it should be ready for issue 
at the shortest notice. 

It was at the same time decided that: the minimum necessary Equipment carried 
toy the man should consist of the following, viz.:— 

3 Haversack (to contain half day’s rations}, 

i Mess Tin. 

1 Knife. 

1 Fork. 

X Spoon. 

1 Towel and piece of Soap. 

1 Pair Socks. 

I Pair Boot Faces. 

I Great Co at, 

1 Tin Rifle Oil. 

BLANKETS. O.C'a Battalions will make their own arrangements for the supply of Blankets to 

their men. It is, however, suggested that each man should bring his own Blanket or Rug 
on Moblization if he can afford to do so, otherwise it is proposed that he should be supplied 
at half-price under Battalion arrangements. 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR OFFICERS COMMANDING BATTALIONS OF THE 
COUNTY ARMAGH REGIMENT 
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A document issued on the 2 nd February 1914 headed 
‘Instructions for Officers Commanding Battalions (Armagh 
Regiment)’, stated that a requisite of equipment men should carry 
was 1 tin of rifle oil and 50 rounds of ammunition. This was to be 
increased to 100 rounds if ‘engagement was considered imminent’. 

There is no doubt that some small scale gun running too 
must have been in operation in Armagh as well as the existing 
weapons. This could be confirmed in the immediate aftermath of 
the April gun running when the Armagh Guardian stated that ‘many 
rifles were purchased long since, and these have been added to’. 

For many of the UVF officers that had come from long 
military careers, irrespective of their proliferation, many different 
weapons was not enough to organise an effective army. Apart from 
it not being enough weapons (County Fermanagh had only 183 
weapons for its 3000 Volunteers) they were also concerned with the 
difficulty in obtaining the many different types of ammunition 
required if a full military campaign began. A secondary 
consideration was the acknowledgement that continuity of weapon 
type, and general uniformity in the ranks, made it much easier to 
maintain discipline. Small scale gun running was already taking 
place from early in 1913, but by early 1914 many of these County 
officers were pressurising the leadership for more substantial 
gunrunning, not least because it was believed that Home Rule 
would be invoked by the summer. Armed resistance, they believed, 
would become absolutely necessary. 

THE DEMAND FOR ARMS 

The pressure mounted to such a degree that eventually the 
Unionist leaders, some of whom did not agree with the plan, gave 
the go ahead for a mission to arm their Volunteer Force. Major Fred 
Crawfords mission to Germany resulted in the arrival to Lame, 
Donaghadee and Bangor of several large consignments of rifles and 
ammunition. Reports of the time referred to 50’000 weapons being 
landed, however 35’000 is a more realistic figure. 

These weapons were distributed pretty evenly, and though 
they already had a large miscellaneous arsenal at their disposal, Co 
Armagh too took part in the mobilisation to get their share of the 
new weapons, and to help make sure other Counties safely got their 
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allocation. All of the 5 County Battalions were involved, newspaper 
reports and recollections of the time confirming that almost the 
entire membership of the force in the county was mobilised on the 
evening of the 24 th of April. The Impartial reporter in Enniskillen 
alleged that 7000 Volunteers were active in the County during the 
evening. 

THE COUNTY ON PATROL 

The Annagh companies mobilized in the Demesne at about 
8.30 pm, under the command of company Commanders J C Boyle 
and Lesley Anderson. The Mounted infantry was also mobilized 
under the leadership of Mr. J Downey. From time of mobilization 
until 4.30 the following morning, sections of Volunteers were 
placed at strategic points in the city and all the roads leading into it. 
The local constabulary, sensing that something major was afoot, 
attempted to infiltrate the Volunteers, but no infonnation was 
forthcoming. In fact in truth the vast majority of Volunteers had no 
idea of what they were actually mobilizing for. The Company 
commanders had only been informed that afternoon, and the 
majority of the Volunteers responded to the order to mobilize 
believing it was merely an exercise. Reports from a local newspaper 
suggest that the police, having made no headway in their 
investigations, actually returned to barracks at 2 am, while the UVF 
were to remain active until the early hours of the morning. 

Elsewhere in the County the Loughgall company had 
charge of the road from Loughgall to Armagh, and lined the road in 
sections the entire length. The Loughgall police, who were slightly 
more committed than their City counterparts, stayed with the 
company until they returned home at 3am. A Guardian reporter 
claimed that the police ‘went to bed, as wise when they left the 
village’. 

The Ardress, Summerisland, and Annaghmore companies 
guarded the roads that were to be used by those cars travelling to 
County Tyrone and further afield (as well as delivering packages to 
their own area). This particular part of the night's work was 
important enough for 1 st Battalion Commander Lieutenant Colonel 
Fitzgerald to oversee. They joined with the Portadown companies 
outside Portadown, and lined the road by Scotch Street, Cranagill, 
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Ardress to Derrygally bridge, where the cars passed into County 
Tyrone. 

The Richhill company (Mr Allen, officer commanding) 
also joined hands with Portadown on the Armagh-Portadown road, 
and like many of the other units, were re-enforced by a couple of 
bewildered police, who asked a lot of questions which went 
unanswered. 

The Keady and Markethill contingents too were mobilized 
ready to receive deliveries, while the main duties of the Laurelvale, 
Tandragee, Poyntzpass and Jerretzpass Companies was to keep the 
road guarded all the way to Newry. 

The Lurgan Battalion was out in record numbers to keep 
the various towns in its jurisdiction under guard, and its large 
numbers stretched out to meet both the Portadown, Moira and 
Tandragee Volunteers. The Volunteers of this Battalion, half of 
whom were informed of the mobilization the previous evening, did 
not mobilize until 11pm that night and guarded the town while over 
100 vehicles passed through. 

In the aftermath of the evenings activities, the main 
newspapers in the county reported that the almost 7000 Unionist 
volunteers who had mobilized in the County, represented 
approximately 90% of the entire membership. It was the first and 
remained what can be regarded as the sole full County mobilization 
of the Co Armagh Volunteers. Each Volunteer had responded to 
orders by arriving at their various drill centers with 1 days rations 
and the operation was a resounding success. 

VETTERLIS 



The motor- cars on their return journey from Donaghadee 
entered first Lurgan and then Portadown, accompanied all the while 
by motor cyclists from the Dispatch corps, ever vigilant for 
attempts of ambush by Police or Nationalists. Many rifles were 
stacked in some of the vehicles in such a way that no concealment 
was even attempted. 

In Portadown the cavalcade entered at 4 am from the 
direction of Belfast, maintaining a slow pace, so as not to alarm the 
many residents. Many in the Edenderry district however were 
aroused from sleep and watched the unusual sight from bedroom 
windows. One Enniskillen newspaper reported that approximately 
lO’OOO rifles were deposited in Portadown, but 1000 is more 
realistic. 


While the majority of the Volunteers 'patrolled' that night 
approximately 180 volunteers had spent the night in other pursuits. 
They had manned the 100 vehicles that had left the County to 
collect their allocation of rifles. The County’s allocation of 
weapons actually did not come to Lame. They had come into 
donaghadee and were Vetterli rifles. The County Armagh Vetterli’s 
were packed in bales of 4, and included 850 rounds of ammunition 
in each bale. Each Vetterli bale was marked with 4 black marks 
crossways. 
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VECH1CLE BADGE OF THE UVF MOTOR CAR CORPS 


The majority of those vehicles were not bound for 
Portadown itself and headed on through the fruit districts of Eastern 
Armagh. The rest were on route for Armagh and Tandragee, with 
vehicles leaving the procession at different stages on route to their 
own drill centers. There the rifles were unloaded and spirited away 
for distribution during the coming weeks. 


Folklore in different areas has many tales of what became 
of many of these parcels. Many ingenious ways were invented to 
sprit the guns past the police force in different areas. A few weeks 
after the gun running the Lurgan Mail published a small article 
entitled ‘Rifles as Manure’, which is perhaps typical of the 
activities the many rural based Volunteers were up to: 

‘.. .the contents of the carts looked like manure to a number 
of police who were keeping a strict watch for an attempt at 
gun running. Had these officers only had the curiosity to 
look a little deeper they would have found, stowed snugly 
under the manure, rifles which were intended for distribution 
among the Ulster Volunteers. Need it be added that the 
‘manure’ was safely conveyed to the several destinations for 
which it was intended’. 

The incident is reported as taking place in County Armagh. 
While it most probably took place several times in several areas, 
many maintain this particular event took place outside Markethill, 
where Volunteers attempted to get guns into the town from the 
Kilcluney Rectory (where incidently it is alledged that a large 
amount of weapons were stored right into the 1950’s). 

A number of companies were now fully armed and armed 
parades began to take place on a more regular basis. Inter-County 
shooting competitions, which had already taken place a number of 
times, now also began to increase. 

THE STATE OF PLAY 

Other Companies however still had only enough weapons 
for a percentage of their men. A hand written list of the membership 
of the Hamiltonsbawn section of the Hamiltonsbawn Company 
UVF, showed that even at that stage, of the 22 men listed only 9 
had rifles. It can be safely assumed however that this merely meant 
that these were those that had been ‘issued’ weapons. Several 
official communications from the UVF headquarters instructed 
Battalion Commanders to ensure that only the best drilled, reliable 
and trustworthy Volunteers should be issued with a rifle. One 
interesting anecdote from the County concerning the issue of 

59 


58 












weapons came from an Ulster Volunteer belonging to the Redrock 
Company. He maintained he was never given a rifle because he was 
not a member of the local Orange Order, and had to be content with 
a wooden replica for the bi-weekly drills. 

While many were distributed, a small percentage of the 
guns were not. Some bundles of rifles remained unopened during 
the period, many perhaps still being buried in various locations 
around the county. Some not needed, others genuinely forgot about 
with the onset of the war. Occasional tales, passed through families, 
tell of guns being found in unusual places virtually every decade 
since their first entry into Ulster. Renovations of Orange Halls and 
old houses have throughout the century yielded a find of rifles. 

Some still greased and wrapped in cloth, others unusable due to 
rust. 

The Rev McConnell of Warrenpoint, who was raised in 
Markethill where his father was the minister of the 1 st Presbyterian 
Church, described in his recent autobiography of an incident in the 
late 1920’s that: 

'One day my father and a workman had occasion to go up a 
ladder into the roof space which was entered by a trapdoor in 
my bedroom ceiling. I climbed up the ladder after them. 

There I saw a number of packets among the rafters and 
became vividly aware that my father and his companion had 
noticed them too, and were exchanging knowing smiles with 
each-other...nothing was said but in later years my fathers 
successor, (Rev) Tom Withero told me (in reminissing) "My 
dear Sir, when I went up there during the war to take air-raid 
precautions I found an arsenal of guns". 


so successfully the operation. More ominously the order stated his 
belief that he was fully confident that all future mobilizations would 
be equally as successful. 

The night of the 24 th April and the morning of 25 th April 
was the first wide scale manifestation of the discipline that the 
leaders of the UVF had sought to achieve, and was perhaps a very 
important indication to the British Government and the Nationalist 
leaders that the UVF was in no way a pretend army. Prime Minister 
Asquith on the Monday following the Gun Running described the 
proceeding as a grave and unprecedented outrage, however from 
this moment on even the previously skeptical militant Nationalist 
leaders treated the UVF with a respect that had been hitherto 
missing. 



HISTORY WRITTEN 

Overall the gunrunning episode had been the first 
mobilization of the entire force, and proved a massive success. 
Response from the Volunteers had been prompt, and orders had 
been obeyed without question even though many had no idea what 
was happening. In a special order issued to all Battalion 
Commanders on the 9 th May 1914, Colonel Hacket Pain, UVF 
Chief Staff Officer, expressed his admiration of all who carried out 
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CHAPTER SIX: VOLUNTEERS 
AT WAR: 

On the 4 th of August 1914 the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, after much posturing, was formally at war. 
From the very beginning many thousands of Ulster Volunteers 
became active in the British Army. Some were Officers that had 
merely resumed their commissions in various regiments; others 
were ordinary Volunteers, some exsoldiers, who felt it was their 
duty to join in the battle against the ‘Hun’. It was not to be long 
before there was public plan for the Ulster Volunteer Force to 
become an active part of Kitcheners new Army. 

THE ULSTER DIVISION 

The first indication of the possibility of a Division 
composed of the Volunteers came when Carson had his first 
meeting with Kitchener on the 7 th of August. Although the meeting 
was at his request, Kitchener was not amiable to Carsons stipulation 
that any new Division formed from the Ulster Volunteers should 
have ‘Ulster’ in its designation, and the meeting ended in a less than 
amicable fashion. However by late August, reeling from bad news 
from the battle fronts, Kitchener was significantly worried enough 
to change his mind and agree with Carsons demand. 

The Home Rule crisis that had been the inception of the 
Ulster Force had by no means abated, indeed Asquith was adamant 
that Home Rule would pass. Irrespective of this, Carson privately 
and publicly confirmed that to fight for and maintain the Empire 
was of primary importance, irrespective of how they were treated. 
He announced the formation of the Ulster Division and the 
recruitment process began. 

Initially forms were distributed that asked the Volunteers 
whether they would be willing to serve in either Class A- United 
Kingdom Service or Class B- Foreign Service. The strict provision 
was however that “Men are only asked to serve in class A & B on 
the distinct understanding that Carson notifies he is satisfied with 
the situation regards Ulster”. 


/ O,*. 


* H«adf4uar»ter>s, 

Old Town Halt, 

BELFAST. 

So all Divisional, Regimental and BittiOion- Commanders. 

reference to tills office> a circular memo forwarded 
iritis “Volunteer" forma on day, 7tii lasts 

1» & telegram was seat at 1 all Battalion Commanders 

as follows:— 

"MSB ABE OHLY ASKED TO SERVE IB CLASS A A B OH DISTI1K5® 
TJ1TOEB3TAHDIJW THAT CARSON BOOTIES HE IS SATISFIED WITH THE 
* SITUATION AS REGARDS ULSTER" 

This should be communicated to all Company and half 
Company Commanders at once. 

2. All forma when signed should be retained by Battalion 
Commanders . Individual forma should oa bo account be sent to 
Headquarters, 

3. Supplement ary returns of numbers who have signed in each 
class will be forwarded to Headquarters without delay. 

Such returns, whether sent by root or wire, should 
invariably state clearly the designation of the Battalion and 
that the numbers are supplementary to those already sent in. 

4. The age limits laid down in the circular memo are 
altered aa. follows:— 

Clasa A < United Kingdom ) If to 42 

Clasp B ( Foreign Service ) 19 to 30 

These limits do not apply to officers approved us such, 

Q / , . , 

T 0 AUG 1914 LfV—' 

INSTRUCTIONS TO BATTALION COMMANDERS REGARDING 
CONDITIONS OF RECRUITMENT TO THE REGULAR ARMY 
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DISSENT 



YOUR KING 
AND COUNTRY 
NEED YOU! 


vyiLL you answer your Country’s 
Call? Each day is fraught with 
the gravest possibilitiesfcand at this 
very momeat the Eippire is on the 
brink of the greatest war in the 
history of the world. 


JN this crisis your Country calls on 
all her young unmarried men to 
rally round the Flag and enlist in 
the ranks of her Army. 

|F every patriotic young man answers 
her call, England and her Empire 
will emerge stronger and more 
united than ever. 

|F you are unmarried and between 
19' and SO- years old, will you 
answer your Country’s Call? and 
go to the nearest Recruiter—-whose 
address you cau get at any Post 
Office, and 


Many Volunteers actively disagreed with the suggestion 
they should join the British army. In a letter from the members of 
Alans Hill section (between Armagh and Markethill) of the 
Hamilitonsbawn company UVF dated August 8th 1914 and 
addressed to Major Blacker, a typical view was expressed very 
forcefully (this has been reproduced as written): 

“Dear Sir 

We the members of the Alans Hill club- out last night, 
friday. Rev McLaughlan came to drill us but none was done. 
He told us that himself and his son had offered their services 
to the government to go to the front and was accepted. And 
that we may not see him again and he told us nothing ot 
what we were to do. So practically we are left as sheep 
without a sheppard. No instructor, no section leader, no one 
to give us advice. He pushed us very hard to sign our 
services to the government but no one done as he told that 
over 2000 UVF Co Tyrone were going to the front and that a 
Batt of 800 Belfasts were for the front. We came to the 
conclusion that we signed the covenant to detend Ulster 
against a Dublin parliment and any ot our commanders who 
asks us to leave Ulster or to fight for this notorious 
government now in office is betraying Ulster. Men and 
women worse than Lundy in Derry. We hope and pray our 
great leader Carson will never allow one Ulster volunteer to 
leave us until this bill is finished. For by doing so we would 
be giving nationalists the biggest opportunity of sweeping 
down on us and killing our women and children and 
destroying what they could not kill. Now this is as certain as 
what they will do as the sun is shining if our volunteers are 
taken from us. This is not the opinion of one man but the 
mind of the whole country at large.” 


JOIN THE IRISH 
FUSILIERS. 


This view, and many like it, appears to have been widely 
held in rural areas, more so than in the urban areas. However the 
great faith that the Volunteers had in Carson for the majority was 
paramount, and the devotion was such that many disregarded even 
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such strongly held views as these. When he said on the 4 th of 
September that they should join for the honour of Ulster and 
Ireland, wide scale recruitment began. 

AN ARMAGH BATTALION 

From an early stage it was expected that a County Armagh 
Battalion would be formed from the Ulster Volunteers. Major 
Stewart Blacker, the Commander of the County Armagh Regiment 
Ulster Volunteer Force, was appointed as Commander of the new 
Battalion. Portadown and Lurgan Volunteers started to join in great 
numbers shortly following Carsons 4 th September announcement, 
and in Armagh City of 120 men who attended a drill on the 16 th 
September, 84 gave their names. Initially know as the 7 lh Battalion 
Royal Irish Fusiliers, the Battalion became know as the 9 th after 2 
other Battalions became operational first. 

The fact that many willing Volunteers had already joined 
different regiments quickly became apparent, and the new 
k Armagh’ battalion also was to entail Volunteers from Monaghan 
and Cavan to reach the necessary numbers. Additionally the fact 
that the 2 Pioneer Battalion ot the Co Down Volunteers was 
based in Brownlow House in Lurgan, attracted many Lurgan 
Volunteers, and so left an even smaller recruiting base for the 
Armagh Battalion. Despite this contemporary reports of the period 
still referred to the Battalion as the ‘Armagh’ Battalion, and 
described the contribution from their Monaghan and Cavan 
counterparts as minimal. 



Regimental Orders. 


q-H£ OFFICER COMMANDING THE ARMAGH REGIMENT is lull? wmibis of the loss which 
the Feres has sustained by the temporary withdrawal c* those Member* who have found them¬ 
selves able to respond to the tail Of their county by joining the armed forces of the Crown, and 
he would urge the Officer commanding Battalions, and all others under his command, to make 
special efforts to maintain efficiency during the absence of so many Of our best men. 

In cases where there are still vacancies in the commands ot Companies, Halt Companies, 

Of Sections, these should be filled at once. 

Officers commanding Battalions must arrange that all Companies (or less Drill-Units) arc 
mustered at regular intervals, They should be exercised in Drill and in Rifle Practice when possible ; 
but even a short Route March will be useful In maintaining the habit of acting together. 

Officers commanding Battalions must take steps without delay to ascertain what Instructors 
remain in their Districts, and must arrange that these Instructors visit each Company at regular 
Intervals. 

A report in writing on the number and proposed work ot Instructors should be made to the 
Officer Commanding the Regiment at the Meeting of the Executive Committee on Wednesday, 

21st mst. 

MEMO ISSUED BY SIR JAMES STRONGE 

Sir James Stronge, who had taken over the command of the 
Co Armagh UVF following Major Blacker departure, issued the 
following statement to the County Regiment- 
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“Fellow Volunteers- you will all of you have read our 
leaders magnificent speech at Belfast on the 3 rd of 
September, and no true heart must but answer the his call on 
us to prove at this supreme crisis our loyalty to King and 
Empire. The older members of the Force can do their share 
by keeping the Country in peace till the war is over. To the 
others of you has been given an opportunity, such as we 
scarce dared hope for, of fighting, not amongst strangers, but 
side by side with your kindred, your friends and neighbours, 
for the honour of our Country and the safety of our homes 
against a brutal enemy, as well as for the maintenance of the 
Union that we love so dear.” 

By late September around 600 Armagh Volunteers were in 
camp in Clandeboye, Bangor. Approximately 400 were from 
Portadown, Lurgan and Tandragee, 100 were from Armagh and the 
remainder were from the country districts, namely Glenanne, 
Keady, Kilcluney, Redrock, Bessbrook, Clady and Loughgall. 

RECRUITMENT 

It is admitted that recruitment was slow. The attitudes 
previously described still held dear to many. Additionally the 
recruitment among the farming community was minimal, however 
as one Volunteer from a farming background was to describe in 
later years: 

‘ You cannot get up and leave a farm the way you 
can walk away from a loom in a factory’. 

Local poets were already attempting to do their part for 
recruitment and whip up support, through the forum of the local 
paper: 


‘THE ARMAGH VOLUNTEER.” 

Whenever danger threatened this motherland of ours. 

Her sons were ever ready in war to prove their powers; 

And once again we’re hearing the message loud and clear:- 
“O come, come, come and follow the drum as an Armagh 
Volunteer” 

The call “ To Arms! “ we’ll answer, we’re ready as of yore, 

To carry Britain’s banner to victory once more; 

We’ll conquer, or we’ll perish, and never yield to fear, 

“O come, come, come and follow the drum as an Armagh 
Volunteer” 

At Agincourt, and Cressy, just as at Waterloo, 

Our fathers showed the wide world what Britain s sons can do! 

And we’ll serve her just as well, who love her just as dear, 

“O come, come, come and follow the drum as an Armagh 
Volunteer” 

O home’s a place for women, for old men, and for weak; 

And all who’re worth their manhood to-day for glory seek 
Where midst the shock of battle there comes the ringing cheer, 

“O come, come, come and follow the drum as an Armagh 
Volunteer” 

Though some must fall for Britain, there’s others who’ll come 
back, 

With laurels fresh adorning the dear old Union Jack; 

In words of gold we’ll write it, and ever more revere 

The name and fame of each who came as an Armagh Volunteer. 

Harold Vesy Darner 

By the 11 th December the Armagh Guardian stated in its 
editorial that 500 more men were yet needed to make up ‘our 
County Armagh Battalion’, and from the 4 th February a County 
recruitment march began. In all 250 men, from each part of the 
County, under the leadership of Lieutenant Colonel Fitzgerald 
began a route march in Lurgan than would see them through every 
town in the County in the following fortnight. Towns and villages 
were asked to welcome the Volunteers, and were told through the 
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pages of the local papers that ‘ the Union-Jack above all should be 
displayed’. 

Throughout the recruitment march the Volunteers were 
greeted with great vigour in every locality. In all the schedule was 
as follows:- 


Lurgan- Portadown 

4 th 

Birches 

5 th 

Loughgall 

6 th & 7th 

Richill 

8 th 

Armagh 

9 th 

Killy lea & Tynan 

10 th 

Keady 

1th 

N e wto wnhami lton 

12 th 

Bessbrook 

13 th & 14th 

Poyntzpass 

15 th 

Markethill 

16 th 

Tandragee 

17 th 

Belfast by lorry 

18th 


In all areas during the march it was reported that men 
joined spontaneously, in some cases fathers running out to join their 
sons. In what were emotionally highly charged circumstances for 
many families, the Ulster sense of humour was an important means 
for people to control their emotions. One Armagh farmer recalled 
that: 

“..we were called up in groups from the same part of the 
Country. Each lot going down was like a 12 th July outing. 

There was one Lurgan man I knew very well, Hobbs, a 
butcher from Union Street. He was seeing some relatives off. 

I shouted at him. He shouted back to me that if could sell the 
same amount of bad beef to the Germans as I had sold him 
over the past years, the war would be over by Christmas” 

The march was successful, and the newly recruited Co 
Armagh men found themselves on the way to Belfast. To many the 
experience of a large city was unfamiliar. On arrival in Belfast they 
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were taken to the Old town hall where they were given a paper bag 
in which to place their clothes. Their names were written on the 
side and the clothes were sent home. Then it was immediately back 
onto the lorries for the journey to the Bangor camp. It was a 
daunting experience for what were on the whole, country boys and 
It was not to be long following this that the battalion was to see 
action. 

THE WAR BEGINS FOR THE VOLUNTEERS 

The first County Armagh Volunteer to be killed however 
was not a member of the 9 th Battalion. Sapper McKee, Royal 
Engineers, was killed by a German Shell that exploded in the trench 
he was working in. He was a member of the Richill UVF Company 
and of LOL 111 in the town. The first 9 th Battalion casualties came 
in late February 1916. Lurgan man Private Girvan and Portadown 
man Private Nicholson were killed when German shelling came 
down on their billets. 

While there were a handful more casualties in the following 
months, the events of the first of July were to eclipse them all. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN: OUR BRAVE 
VOLUNTEERS: 

“County Armagh is plunged in grief for the many brave, 
patriotic sons of her Volunteer Battalion, who have fallen on 

the battlefield.We are told their charge was magnificent- 

one that will live in History. Death was before them, but they 
never hesitated.” 

ARMAGH GUARDIAN EDITORIAL- FRIDAY JULY 14 th 

1916 

MASSACRE 

The Armagh Volunteers, 9 th Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers, 
had a strength of approximately 800 men in June 1916. 600 of these 
men along with 15 officers went over the top on the 1 st of July. 518 
men and 14 officers were either killed, seriously injured, or went 
missing in the assault. In all there were 532 9 th Battalion casualties 
by the end of the day. The majority were ‘Armaghs’. 

The Armagh Volunteers, regarded by many as the best 
Battalion in the Ulster Division, had been massacred. The training 
the men underwent in the UVF, followed by almost 2 years of 
hardship and training in the regular army, had been totally and 
utterly wasted. The Volunteers had unnecessarily made the ultimate 
sacrifice because of nieve and inadequate military strategy. 

THE SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

The Armagh Guardian described the events of the 1 st of 
July as follows (note: the 9 th Battalion was divided into 4 
Companies of approximately 150 men): 

“Details of this are now slowly coming in, and add to the 
splendid heroism of our men.... ‘A’ company were so quick 
in getting over the parapets of the trench and across No 
Man's Land that they were close on the German trenches 
before the enemy recovered from their surprise and opened 


fire. ‘B’ company, which got out slightly later than ‘A’, 
therefore received more of the heavy fire of shrapnel and 
machine guns, and suffered accordingly, but ‘C’ and ‘D’ 
companies which followed, were received with a tornado of 
fire which decimated the ranks. They were just able to reach 
the first trench—or what was left of them, and here, with 
some companies of a Rifle battalion, were held up. But the 
Armagh and Loughgall Company (A) and ‘B’ company kept 
right on, and fought their way to the 4 th trench, which was 
the position they had been ordered to reach. The German fire 
was, however, so terrific that the supporting division could 
not get forward without tremendous loss of life, and so two 
companies had to firmly hold their ground beating back 
German attacks under enfilading fire. Here for over fourteen 
hours they fought despite their decreasing numbers until they 
were officially recalled. Our Ulster Volunteers had achieved 
the seemingly impossible.” 

In fact the newspapers of the day were unable to report the 
actual causes of the days terrible events. In truth the bombardment 
that had preceded the charge of the Ulster Division, and was meant 
to clear a path, had failed to cut wire and destroy dugouts. The 
battlefield had been far too difficult to negotiate and the Germans 
had been quick to man their guns immediately following the 
bombardment. Guns that on this field were easily more superior. 
The eagerness and speed that the Battalion reacted on the signal to 
charge, was perhaps the only reason that the few that did survive 
managed to remain unscathed. Folklore even tells of some soldiers 
crawling out of the trenches before the allied mortar fire had 
ceased. 

Despite the massive losses and great suffering endured, 
amazingly the surviving Soldiers still did not make excuses or 
apportion blame elsewhere. A Portadown Sergeant in the 9 th Royal 
Irish Fusiliers, wrote the following to his parents on the 10 of July: 

“ I suppose by now you have read a description of the 
bombardments and the battle afterwards, also of how the 
Ulster Division faced the music, hence I need not go into 
details. Suffice to say that it was grand, but awful while it 
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lasted. Our casualties have been very heavy, but it is all in 
the game.” 


Over the coming few weeks the lists of casualties in the 
local papers filled several pages. The casualty columns listed the 
killed and wounded however many of the wounded would graduate 
to the ‘killed’ section, some in a very short time. Familiar names 
appeared in the columns. Not one town or district of the County 
was unaffected. Lurgan in particular suffered very heavy losses. 
One Lurgan Orangeman wrote to a friend in late July that: 

“ There is hardly a house in Hill St in which at least one 
member of the family has been killed or wounded. It is 
terrible, terrible hard news to bear.. ” 

AFTERMATH 

The Ulster Division had advanced further than any other 
Division, but no others were able to follow to back them up. For 
four miles on either side of them there was no advance to distract 
the German machine guns and artillery, and the enemy was able to 
gather its reserves and prepare its counter-attacks. The advance was 
over. 

CATHARS SHILLINGTON 

In the coming weeks many stories of heroism and triumph 
against terrible odds became know. None more so than the story of 
Lieutenant Geoffrey Cathars Shillington of the Battalion, the son of 
an English man and a Portadown mother. For most conspicuous 
bravery near Hamel, France, on 1st July, 1916 he was awarded the 
Victoria Cross. From 7pm on the evening of the 1 st July Cathars 
searched no-mans land and brought 3 wounded men back to the 
trenches. The following morning morning, at 8 am, he continued his 
search, brought in another wounded man, and gave water to others, 
arranging for their rescue. Then later that morning when taking 
water to another wounded man he was himself killed by German 
machine gun fire. The entire time he had been in the full view of the 
enemy. 



LIEUT. G. ST. G.S.GATHER, V.C. 


Of the 500+ casualities, Private McClelland Gilmore from 
Cladymore was one of those unfortunate to graduate from the 
injured list to the deceased list. Following serious injury on the l sl 
July, Private Gilmore was sent home to England where he died two 
weeks late. The following tribute is typical of the honour bestowed 
on the Volunteers involved in the Somme: 
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a Xast 'tribute to {Private 
Gilmore. 


’Tis a sorrow fid duty to all of us, 

We have to perform this day. 

A true and faithful comrade. 

From us has passed away. 

He fought Tor King and Country, 

And now his duty’s done. 

He 'can stand before his Maker, 

And receive the praise he's won. 

He gave his life for those at home, 

And his country to defend. 

Greater love hath no man than this 
Than he gave his life for a. friend. 

Though he was far from those he loved, 
He has gone back now to the fold. 

May his name he writ fm the scroll of fame, 
In letters of purest galcf, 

T a a ee* Corpora I B. IHwn, 29th July, 19. 


Jdis. Gilmotn lorriierty Ijelocpe^ to fixe U.\ d ■■ CuKiy 
miihwn He wm broili/h t homo from Horton 









FOR LIBERTY 

County Armagh was plunged in grief for the many who had 
fallen. Other battalions of the County regiment had sustained heavy 
casualties in the past, but for the most part these casualties were 
from many different areas outside Armagh. This time the entire 
County was affected. Parents mourned the loss of their only sons, 
some mourned the loss of several. Fathers, Mothers, wives and 
children grieved for their loved ones. The Armagh Guardian 
summed up the entire event as follows- 

‘ We will hear no more of the taunting ridicule which was so 
freely cast on the Ulster Volunteers. Those men who laughed 
at the movement are the slackers who now shirk at home, but 
the Ulstermen have shown their loyalty to the Empire was 
not merely of the lips. When the Country called they went, 
and when the opportunity was given them, they raced 
through an inferno of shell and bullets to meet the enemy of 
freedom. Even the Prime Minister who has for so long tried 
to strangle the liberty which we all enjoy, was forced to 
admit: “They have covered themselves with undying 
fame”. In days to come it will be a proud heritage to say that 
an ancestor not only stood up for liberty, but travelled to 
fight for it, and died in doing so, the true Irish patriot.’ 


EPILOGUE- THE PEOPLES 
ARMY 

Irelands only true citizen army had sealed its previous 
commitments and promises, contained in the Ulster Covenant, in 
blood. The Ulster Division had lost 5’500 men. Within the entire 
British Army, the Armagh Battalion had one of the highest casualty 
lists. 

In Ulster the previous belief that a civil- war was about to 
happen disappeared, albeit only briefly. Severe disturbances were to 
rear their head again by 1919, and it was decided to reform the 
UVF. This reformed organisation was to form the backbone of the 
Ulster Special Constabulary. 

The partition that came in 1921 as a form of solution to the 
Ulster men’s grievances was loathed by many, including Carson. 

He believed he had failed in his goal and never forgave himself. He 
will always be remembered however as perhaps the most 
committed leader the Protestants of Ireland ever had. 

In County Armagh many of the UVF Volunteers joined the 
Ulster Special Constabulary, always mindful of the sacrifices made 
by their comrades and the immense importance of the commitments 
they made in 1912. They were adamant that ‘For God and Ulster’, 
the Volunteer motto, was sure to be passed down through the many 
succeeding generations. 
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APPENDIX 1: 



MfSJINE? 
^Y¥RES - 




ARMACHggB 


IN PROUD REMEMBRACE OF THE COUNTY ARMAGH VOLUNTEERS & 
THE 9 th BATTALION ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS 


COUNTY ORGANISERS FOR THE CO ARMAGH REGIMENT 
OF THE U.V.F (Circa. October 1913) BESSBROOK MISSING 


Lurgan 

Thomas Watson 
T.G.Menary 

John Johnston 

Lakeview, Lurgan 
Glenmore, Lurgan 
Fallowfield, Lurgan 

Clonmacate 

J.G.Waugh 

Wm. Matched 

Wilson McAdam 

Clonmacate, P’down 
Clonmacate, P’down 
Clonmacate’ P’down 

Loughgall 

John G. Cope 

J.G. Allen M.D. 

Thomas Bates 

Drumilly, Loughgall 

The Retreat, Armagh 
Ardrea, Loughgall 

Portadown 

W.H. Wright 

Charles Johnston 
Valentine Wilson 

Edward Street 

Beech Grove 

Armagh 

Henry B. Armstrong 
Robt. G. McCrum 

John Compton 

Maynard Sinton 

Deans Hill, Armagh 
Milford 

Umgola, Armagh 
Ballyards, Armagh 

Richill 

Richard Best K.C. 
Thomas H. Hardy 

Richill 

Richill 

Tynan 

Thomas A. McClure 

Wm. Anderson 

J. Stewart 

Sir J.H. Stronge 

Rosemount, Killylea 
Bracknagh, Killylea 
Tynan 

Tynan Abbey 

Middletown 

R. R. Murphy 

S. Wilson 

James Morrison 

Lislea, Keady 

Hanslough, M’town 
Kiltubrid, M’town 

Markethill 

J.H. Gray 

Wm Byres 

Robert Hampton 

Glenanne, Markethill 
Mowhan 

Markethill 

Tanderagee 

R.J. Harden 

T.H. White 

The Rev. J. McEndoo 
The Rev. R.J. Whan 

Harry brook, T’gee 
Tandragee 

Ballymore, T’gee 

Clare, T’gee 

Poyntzpass 

Benjn. Palmer M.D. 

Millvale, Newry 
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(Ballybot) 

Geo. Graham 

David Whiteside 

Mullaglass, Newry 
Mullaglass, Newry 

Keady 

George McBride 

John Gibson 

R. Allen 

Keady 

Dunlargue, Keady 

Keady 

Newtownhamilton 

W.J. Dawson M.D. 

Hugh Douglas 

Newtownhamilton 
Mountain Lodge, 

Keady 

Forkhill 

This section is listed as 
not yet formed. The 
recruitment centre of 
Crossmaglen would 
have sufficed for the 
Volunteers in the area 


Crossmaglen 

The Rev. S. Mayes 

John Johnstone 

Rowland Urcher 

Creggan Rectory, 
Crossmaglen 

Ballsmill, Dundalk 
Crossmaglen 

Charlemont 

Alexander Robinson 

J.A. Gilpin 

Dartrey Lodge, 
Charlemont, Moy 
Derrycorry, Tullyroad, 
Moy 
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APPENDIX 2 


ULSTER VOLUNTEER FORCE 
ARMAGH REGIMENT 
1 st BATTALION ‘ARMAGH’ 


STAFF (No. 1 Company) 


OFFICER COMMANDING 

Lieutenant 
Colonel W.C. 
Fitzgerald J.P. 

SECOND IN COMMAND 


ADJUTANT 

mss^xiis&n 

CHIEF INSTRUCTOR 


TRANSPORT OFFICER 



Dr.Berry (also 
regimental 
surgeon?) 

O.C. SIGNALLERS 

IHSSE^QSjMI 

O.C. DESPATCH RIDERS 

■ 

SCOUT LEADER 


SERGEANT MAJOR 

E. Wilson 


Name of Drill 
Centre 

Unit 

Strength 

Name of Commander 

Armagh 

'A' Coy 

Vz 

Sec.I 

II 

150 

J.C.Boyle J.P. 
R.Sleator 

G. Anderson 

H. Anderson 

Armagh 

’B’ Coy 

!4 

Sec.I 

II 

150 

Lesley M Anderson 
R.Townsend 
R.McDonald 
Benjamin Moore 

Milford 

'C' Coy 


Maynard Sinton J.P. 

J. Briggs 


'D f Coy 


Rev. E.F. Foy 

HI 



W.J.Shaw Hamilton J.P. 
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Birches 

T Coy 


Rev. W.J.Allman 

Diamond 

T Coy 

35 



Sec.I 



Drumherrif 

II 

38 


Diamond 



H.Nicholson 

Grange 


16 


Cranagill 

III 

34 


Teaguy 

IV 

33 


Annaghmore 

‘K’ Coy 


C.Endsor 

Summerisland 

Greenhall 

‘L’ Coy 

1/2 


E.Cowdy J.P. 
Colour-Sgt.J.Willerton 
Sgt.F.Murphy(instructor) 
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APPENDIX 3 


Location of the various battalion headquarters of the Ulster 
Volunteer Force- The London Times Wednesday March 18 th 1_9J_4 




Er=^f& v=: =r; * WTN. 

1 /■ ‘ 



/ Oun era 

in 9 v a dy 

,y- ihWDONDEFtttY "P.i'ffJgfA \ f 

-fN f^i?NDOinteKK^ffi» L£ 


V KHm&crtntij} Q Gpjjj 

. . ( _^r 

l e fct e t U c nny<Mt^>' 

jl) O N E O AX 

A ^..XATAry_ * Lipfc 

d&Scntit S 


^ nonC|.! 


,i x / /' '‘-'castitoy 

;pf*0 *. X Y Pa O 1ST E cTr j j^- v nKT jljf * 

f* oV«J h jr®/ J ' ; JNatu^gW 

iHyshssaaSk^:’ J> _ _N^V^^X^FLisburn^ 


D r 9 an 'ir^c‘#s* 9 %p w< 

' e vfermmjagkA 96 ' y* 

-PW_-^^r p - nisk ' llcr * " ^XA^^^vC^! V? m p°"~'P a r^^| 

A tX MnnXohanjA^ M ' TrWtM ^~J - ' - XETA J 

: , r' :- .JjSkX Mon ■^^'■•ARMAGttt.™ ^ 1 

l( ^ i w-^% Vc/aflcjBgijt^" ■,...,, «7* f' f >rciU~J& =^ = =- : 

ak» ^’~\ "^"^w^^nyt^c-p . ha m . %New r y ~== —-—: 


V . \W i Cavan Cjmc/rffiJCaJSs'' 

\ VMira^ #Sfi \ '>—_'* J 


*? -*X V'^7 X — =x~x^ 

/' - \C_^Cava-n cftrjckmicnhy — --== 

"” 7 "“' * A .v..•r^ feEa^w 

Moduled ft«gim*nt.-& |A (^y, w ^' Wdff^V r~X.^fe? gg^ E^r= ?ij 


AI L A TH *P 


Note: County Armagh has four Battalion headquarters shown. 
Tynan seat of the 1 st Battalion, Carrickblacker, the seat of the 4 th 
and Lurgan, the seat of the 5 th are all in line with available 
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be in the Tandragee area, which contradicts other sources locating it 
at Drumbanagher. No headquarters is given for the T Battalion. 
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APPENDIX 4 

County Armagh Membership figures circa. Early 1915 


, A 0 It. 


/iron. th. 



H',1 .IV 

7390 

Coraaander. 

w t ro &c o , 

Sir Jkb H» Bart. 

Jyniih *- 0 oe; , Tynan. 


Adjutant. 

iirv.ii., 

t». P.. ARMAGH • 

4 hereeford Row. 
armnph. 


let Battalion. 



6871 

Co:t]£ifcn<i*-r. 

i> i t 

Col. . i«. /.J'.MAOK. 

C l r= ati 1 1 ew, Annaghraoro. 

1340 

'P.iA 3bX tbllois. 

Temporarily 

a pi it lip mo Coye. 



attached to 

Int, 3rd find 4th Bns. 


3rd Battalion. 



1071 

Conm&nder. 

Close, 

Rajor Maxwell 

CrnfflbRimp.her, Jewry, 


4th Battalion. 



1431 

Connender. 

Anderson, 

Wr?. . u 

Booeyillq,Portadown. 


5th Battalion. 



1735 

ConaraanAer, 

✓ 

tirewr. 

Major e . i.. J.URG A » « 

The 'Jildernesa, Lurgan. 


APPENDIX 5 

9 th Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers- A History 

Adapted from the Fusilier war diaries and the Armagh Guardian 

reports of 1919 

On the 15 th of September 1914 the 9 th Battalion Royal Irish 
Fusiliers was formed in Armagh City. The Battalion was primarily 
composed of the men from the 5 Battalions ot the County Aimagh 
Regiment of the Ulster Volunteer Force, with contingents also 
present from the Monaghan and Cavan U.V.F. Regiments. 

On the Sunday prior to the Battalions departure from the city they 
attended a special service in the Cathedral, where they were 
addressed by his Grace the Lord Primate. The following day they 
went to Clandeboye for training, and later to Newtownards. The 
initial commanding officer of the Battalion was Lieutenant-Col 
Blacker (formerly O.C. of the County Regiment and 4 th Battalion 
(Portadown) Co Armagh UVF), with Major W C Fitzgerald 
(formerly O.C, of the 1 st Battalion (Armagh) Co Armagh Regiment 
UVF) as second in command. From there they went in June ot that 
year to Seaford, Surrey, and from thence to Borden camp. On the 
10 th (reserve) Battalion being formed in Lurgan, Major Fitzgerald, 
also a former commander of the 3 rd Battalion R.I.F., was transfeired 
to it as commanding officer. 

In France 

On the 29 lh September 1915, the Battalion along with the rest of the 
Ulster Division embarked for active service in France, with 
Lieutenant-Col Blacker in command, other officers being Major 
Pratt (who was subsequently killed at Ypres while commanding the 
Inniskillings), Major Atkinson, Capts Shillington, Brew, Johnson, 
and Endsor (formerly Captain of Annaghmore Coy (K Coy) of the 
1 st Battalion County Armagh U.V.F.). They landed at Le Havre 
about the 3 rd October, from thence to Amiens, and marched from 
there to Renville. To the delight of the 1 st Battalion R.I.F. it was 
detailed to give instruction to this the youngest service battalion. 
The 1 st Battalion was later transferred to the Ulster Division. 
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Christmas found the 9th at Roubercourt, just outside Abbeville, 
where they stayed for a couple of weeks, when they moved to 
Hamel, taking over the trenches at that place. 

A Glorious Charge 

They remained there for some months, during which they took part 
in minor attacks and raids, but it was not until the morning of the 
famous 1 st July, 1916, that the battalion went ‘over the top’ near 
Thiepval for the first time, taking part in the glorious charge of the 
Ulster Division in the battle of the Somme, and immortalising the 
name of the Armagh Volunteer battalion. They were given the 
credit of being the first to go over and also capture the Hun first 
trench, and this was done with the shouts of ‘No Surrender’, and the 
old battle cry of the regiment which has come down from Barossa. 
Never was the old war cry of Faugh-a-Ballagh (Clear the way) 
flung to the enemy more determinedly, or better put into effect, for 
the first waves dashed on with such force that they occupied even to 
the Huns fourth trench before the enemy could offer any great 
resistance. 

In the engagement the battalion suffered very severe losses, the 
casualties numbering between 500 and 600, the officers killed being 
Major Atkinson, Captain Johnston, and Lieutenant G S Cathers who 
won the V.C. This was awarded posthumously for great gallantry in 
carrying in the wounded amid a hail of shell and machine gun 
bullets. To refit and give the men rest, the battalion was transferred 
to Belgium, arriving at Plugstreet Wood, where it was kept busy by 
raiding and scouting, till the battle of Messiness, in June 1917. 

About the 17 th March 1917, Lieutenant-Col Blacker ceased the 
command of the battalion. He was succeeded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sommerville, formerly of the Inniskillings. He was in 
command at the third battle of Ypres on the 16 th August, 1917 when 
he was killed, and at the same time the battalion suffered the great 
loss of Lieut J M Stronge, Bart, D.L, Tynan Abbey. It had been 
here that Lieut Shillington-Cathers also fell. Major P E Kelly from 
the 1 st battalion, was transferred as commanding officer. The 
battalion was mostly instrumental in the capture of Messines Ridge, 
the key to the Ypres salient. 


Dogged Battle Against Overwhelming Odds 

The battalion were in the trenches at Guillemont at Christmas 1917, 
and were subsequently moved to St. Quentin, where they where 
when the Hun made his great attack in March of 1918. Here they 
played a heroic part in endeavouring the German advance, and 
during the retirement were 12 days in action before being relieved. 
On one occasion their ammunition ran short and they held the 
enemy back at the point of the bayonet. The splendid calmness and 
doggedness which the men displayed throughout this trying time 
was mentioned at despatches, and a very eloquent tribute was also 
paid to them by General Gough in which he said their Conduct was 
Magnificent. 

Unfortunately in the retreat the battalion suffered severely, and a 
large number were taken prisoners. The flanks retired, leaving the 
battalion open to fire, yet the Faughs held the front trenches for 
about 18 hours. Lieutenant-Colonel Kelly was severely wounded 
but carried on till the line was reformed. Major Forde from the 
Inniskillings took over command. When it was subsequently 
relieved by the French they again returned to Ypres, and thence to 
Kemmel, were it was again brought up to fighting strength by the 
transfer of a number of the North Irish Horse, who were delighted 
to be sent to an equally gallant Ulster regiment. 

Capture of Kemmel Hill 

For about three months the 9 th was not directly attacked, but on the 
24 th August it was again engaged when the whole German system 
of trenches defending Bailleul were carried, the enemy evacuating 
Mount Kemmel, and for two days the battalion advanced in pursuit 
of the enemy. On the night of August the 31 st it was supporting the 
1 st battalion on Ravelsberg Ridge near the village of Neuve Eghse, 
which was captured after several hours stiff fighting. On the T 
September it prepared for a fresh attack, and on the following 
morning the battalion captured Hill 63. The enemy made a very 
dogged stand around Messines Ridge and Fierce Fighting continued 
for some days. On the 30 th September the battalion were detailed lo 
push forward and capture the northern portion of high ground 
commanding the country around Courtrai. The attack progressed in 
a very heavy downpour of rain, but the battalion attacked with the 
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greatest determination, and secured many German prisoners. Very 
heavy fighting continued throughout the day, and in the afternoon 
the battalion were relieved. They were not long till they were again 
engaged, and for some days engaged in a defence of the portion 
gained, in which there were local attacks and counter attacks. 

During one of which, on the 10 th October, the commander of the 
battalion Lieut-Col Kelly, was killed by a stray shell - to the regret 
of the ranks. Major Tamplin, D.S.O. from the Connaughts was his 
successor. 

Courtrai 

On the 15 th October, the outskirts of Courtrai were reached. The 
main bridge over the Lys canal, communicating with the main part 
of the city, was blown up by the enemy, but on the night of the 15 th - 
16 th October a pontoon bridge was established, over which two 
platoons of the battalion passed at the double. The temporary bridge 
was unfortunately then blown away by a light field gun, which the 
enemy succeeded in bring to the waters edge. The two platoons 
became isolated, but they established themselves on the far side, 
and though their position was a very precarious and dangerous one 
they declined to recross the canal when ordered, and held on all 
night, by the grip of their teeth as it were, and biting every now and 
then. The bridge was re-established and the troops were safely 
withdrawn, and on the next day the battalion, the first British 
troops, entered triumphantly into Courtrai. 

Between the 17 th and the 27 th October the battalion was engaged to 
co-operate with the French in forcing the Germans back to the 
Scheldt, and on the latter day they were relieved, and sent to 
Luingne and Mouscron to rest. This was after nearly two months of 
continuous fighting and which proved their last, as it was while at 
that place the armistice was signed. The first battalion was 
alongside and old friendships were renewed. Bit by bit drafts of 
demobilised men were sent home, till only the cadre remained, and 
on the 9 th June the cadre entrained for home, with the colours, 
which was placed in Armagh Cathedral, with a well-deserved 
ceremony, on Sunday, 15 th June. On Tuesday, the 17 th June, Lieut- 
Colonel Tamplin left Armagh with the cadre for Dublin, and here in 
the afternoon the career of as gallant a battalion of the British army 


as was ever formed was closed. Only seven men returned with the 
cadre that were with the battalion from the beginning. These were 
Q.M.S M’Conville, Sergeants Keith and Cummings, Lance- 
Corporal Cole, Privates Moore, Vance, and Powell. 
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"County Armagh is plunged in grief for the many brave, patrotic sons 
of her Volunteer Battalion, who have fallen on the battlefield.... We are 
told their charge was magnificent, one that will live in history. Death 
was before them, but they never hesitated ...." 


Armagh Guardian, Friday 14th July 1916 
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